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T h e  makeup of the Verd
ian board continues to be acontentious issue at Claring-
ton council with the public
being heard on the matter.

Council has been at odds
for some time over the mem-
bership on the board of Re-
gional Councillor Mary No-
vak. Novak initially served
a two year term on the board
which traditionaly has two
political and one citizen seat
on the board from Clarington.

At the end o f  that two-
year-term Clarington Coun-
cillor Joe Neal was appointed
by council to fill the political
seat on the Veridian board.

However, another mem-
ber o f  the board filling the
citizens seat, Erin O'Toole,
resigned the seat i n  order
to r u n  (successfully) f o r
the federal seat for Durham
Riding in the recent by-elec-
tion. Mr. O'toole, according
to several reports, suggested
Regional Councillor Novak

to fill the seat and the Verd
ian board agreed with therecommendations and there
the problems began.

A number o f  citizens as
well as a number of members
of Clarington Council dis-
agreed strenuously with the
so-called 'citizens seat' being
filled by a siting elected offi-
cial and a motion was passed
asking Novak to resign in fa-

your of a "citizen" member.
Novak declined. S ince

then a  number o f  citizens
as well as council members
have been vocal in their op-
position. Among them was
community a c t i v i s t  J i m

Richards who spoke before
council on March 25

Mayor A d r i a n  Fos ter,
who earlier declined to ask
for Novak's resignation, and
the councillor in  question,
Mary Novak, did not attend

the council meeting leaving
Deputy Mayor Will ie Woo
to conduct the meeting.

Mr. Richards was to the point.
"In what I  perceive as a

'back-room deal', Veridian
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Connections (not  Council)
appointed Councillor Novak
to fill the vacancy. This was a
vacancy for a member of the
public, not a third politician.
However, the appointment
was endorsed by Mayor Fos-
ter," Mr. Richard's read from
a prepared statement he later
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sent to The Promoter.
Richards went on to call

for the removal o f  Novak
and cited from his own re-
search that Novak had re-
ceived around $95,000 i n
her time on the board.

I f  correct t h e  amount
would equal t o  remunera-
tion for all members o f  the
Veridian board.

Board members are paid
in excess of $20,000 for their
time on the board according
to figures released b y  the
Municipality of Clarington.

Another presenter, wel l -
known community volun-
teer M a r k  Canning a l so
voiced concern over  how
the matter was followed.

The process was not fol-
lowed," Canning told coun-
cil, "that's my concern."

Later in the meeting Coun-
cillor Cor r ina  Trail asked
that rules of procedure to be
suspended and then moved
forward a motion to send a
letter to Veridian asking that
payments for board members
be restructured to only allow
for expenses and mileage
payments f o r  membership

on the board that consists of
politicians and some experts
in various fields who advise
Veridian on a number of mat-
ters annually.

Trail noted in  her com-
ments, "politicians are a l -
ready well compensated."

Clarington ward council-
lors currently make in  the
range o f  $40,000. Some
council members including
Trail, Hooper and Mayor
Foster, donate a portion of
their total payments. As re-
cently as 2006 councillors
base pay was about $17,000
per year making current re-
muneration a 57% pay hike
in a six year period.

In a dissenting statement
veteran Counc i l l o r  R o n
Hooper reminded the coun-
cil members present that the
municipality had no author-
ity over how Veridian con-
ducts board appointments
or remuneration.

The motion failed.
However the battle is far

from over as Councillor No-
vak has stated previously
she does not intend to give
up the appointment.



Never too late to help!
Spring has arrived - our

rivers and streams are full of
spawning fish, and the Val-
leys2000 Fish Ladder proj-
ect is set to get underway in
late June.

Our Federal Ministry of
Oceans and Fisheries has
the final say on the start date
which now depends on com-
pletion of the annual testing
of the notorious Lamprey eel.

The Bowmanville dam is one of a few locations on the
Great Lakes which provide this valuable information.

Our fund raising committee continues to accept dona-
tions towards this and other related Valleys2000 projects.

A huge thank you goes out to Dr. Lily T-Hinton and her
staff at Tim Hortons Bowmanville for a generous $5,000 do-
nation to the Valleys2000 project.

It is not too late to make a donation to this very impor-
tant community project. Please feel free to contact me if you
would like to donate. No donation is too small. My cell is
905-261-7788 or email jimabernethy@royalservice.ca

Speaking of donations  i t  appears that there is a
debate brewing over the appointment of politicians to the
Veridian Board of Directors who receive $3,000 each time
they attend a Veridian Board meeting.

I must be honest with you, as a former politician and
member of both Veridian Boards, I  felt guilty receiving
$3,000 each time I attended the Veridian board meetings.

My understanding was that I was elected to serve the peo-
ple of our community and to manage Clarington assets includ-
ing a 13% stake in the ownership of the Veridian Corporation.

So, I donated my Veridian Board earnings to a charitable
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foundation. This allowed me to focus on the job I promised
I would do..... serve the people.

Perhaps Council should consider putting an end to the
controversy surrounding this issue  r e m o v e  the $3,000
financial incentive now paid to ANY politician who repre-
sents Clarington's interests in the Veridian Corporation, in-
cluding its subsidiary Veridian Connections.

Let's then see which of them is here to serve the people
or collect the money e n o u g h  said.

On a more personal note, this past February during Fam-
ily Day weekend our family's world was turned upside down
as a result of my father slipping and fracturing his left hip.

Our initial thoughts were it was just a fall, however as we waited
for the ambulance to arrive we realized we had a serious situation.

Dad was transferred to Lakeridge Health Oshawa where
the attending surgeon Dr. Gharsaa , diagnosed his fracture
and explained the surgical procedure, including the possible
life threatening complications that could result from total
hip replacement surgery.

Fortunately and but for only a few minor complications,
the surgery and ongoing rehab was a success.

Dad, who just celebrated his 88th birthday this past Jan-
uary was a medic during WWII where he saw more than his
share of pain and suffering.

He has always been a very determined and mobile indi-
vidual, and the provider for my mother, his bride of 67 years.

So it was nice to see him this past Easter Sunday up and
about, walking with a cane, and once again caring for his bride.

All of that thanks to the quick response of Durham Re-
gion Emergency Medical Services (EMS), the many health
professionals who make up the Lakeridge Health organiza-
tion, and the guidance of Community Care Durham
so on behalf of my entire family.. thank  you to everyone
who had a part in helping him and us thru his ordeal !
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ing against Pontypool. Both
teams had excellent repu-
tations and the match was
billed as the "Struggle of the
Giants." Spectators came as
far away as Port Perry and
Peterborough. A n d  the cup
controversy seemed to reach
a crisis. A  meeting between
the Clarke Football Associa-
tion and the Leskard team
was called. They may have
met, but i t  wasn't recorded
in the newspaper.

We have to jump to May
2Ist 1903 of the Orono News
to find another mention o f
the cup. In  the Local Sports
Column we see the headline
"Cup Dispute Settled". No t
only was the cup given to
the League executive but the
games played in 1902 were
ruled out and a  fresh start
would begin fo r  the 1903
season. B u t ,  a fresh start
didn't happen. T h e  Orono
News reported at the time,

"...it is now up to the clubs
who propose playing to get
down to work to play out the
schedule for this season. I t
is general public opinion that
Kirby will not enter the series
while it is certain Newcastle
and Orono are Out. Hence
it looks as i f  Leskard would
win again by default unless
Kirby pulls together and get
into the game."

This league collapsed but
it was not the end of soccer
in Leskard or Clarke Town-
ship. The Leskard Football
Club is known to have met
in 1905 and 1908. Practices
were Tuesday and Friday
evenings i n  John Davey's
field. They asked for exhi-
bition games at anytime and
played against Darlington
League teams. Leskard 's
reputation was such that i f
Bowmanville was  having
an exhibition game they
would ask some of the Les-
kard members to join their
team. A  revival took place

after the First World War
and in the 1930's a "Clarke
United" team played in the
Darlington League. T h e y
won the championship i n
1935 and 1936, but lost to
Claremont in 1937. Another
revival took place after the
Second World War.

It is curious to note that
the Clarke Football League
secretary, O.D. Austin, i s
shown as part o f  the Les-
kard Team i n  the accom-

panying photo. H e  would
certainly have been right in
the middle o f  the conflict.
An unenviable place to be,
but the photo raises many
questions. I ' v e  recorded
the names f rom the back
of the photograph but there
are discrepancies with other
sources. C o u l d  this be a
slightly earlier photo of  the
team from 1899 or 1900?

In August 1968 a Football
reunion was held at the Oro-

no Oddfellows Hall. I t  was
held to commemorate Les-
kard's glory days when, as
far as soccer was concerned,
Leskard was the envy o f
the Township. M r .  Cecil
Carveth gave an historical
account o f  those days and
Fred Trull, the only surviv-
ing member o f  the Leskard
Team, attended. Today soc-
cer is still an important part
of growing up and everyday
life in Clarington. The silver

cup at Clarington Museums
is a reminder of soccer's long
history in our community.

I f  y o u  have  questions
about local history o r  are
interested in searching your
local family roots contact
Charles Taws, Archivist at
905-623-2734 o r  e - m a i l
at claringtonmuseums.ar-
ch i yes@ rogers.com

The 1901 Championship Leskard Football (soccer) Team
Back Row: (Left to Right): Walter Cornish, Manager; A. Tennant; O.D. Austin, Goal; me Adams; unidentified.

Middle Row: Fred Adams; Lorne Robbins; M. Bradley
Front Row: Fred Trull; Al Adams; Ed Davey; Ed Robbins; A. Robbins

Missing: Billy Inch
(Names from back of original photo)


