
It’s Fair time again!  What 
better way to end the hot 
summer and begin the co-
lourful fall season.  The Fair is 
159 years old this year, but its 
origins stretch even further 
back than that.  The Clarke 
Agricultural Society Fair was 
first organized in 1852, but 
it wasn’t the first Fair in this 
area.  Agricultural Societ-
ies were set up to promote 
modern and safe farming 
practices.  Annual fairs were 
held to introduce farmers to 
new products, better seeds 
and livestock and learn new 
farming techniques.

The first meeting of an 
Agricultural Society for the 
County of Durham was held 
in January 1831 in Port Hope 
(Hope Township was part of 
Durham County until 1974).   
In May of 1839 this society 
held a meeting to exhibit 
and judge horses, bulls and 
cows in Millbrook.  The next 
show took place in Octo-
ber of the same year and it 
was held closer to home- in 
Newtonville (then known as 
the Village of Newton).  Al-
though records are scarce it 
is likely they began holding 
fall fairs at this time.  By 1847 
the “usual Autumnal Exhibi-
tion of the Durham Agricul-
tural Society was held in the 
Village of Newcastle.”  

From these grass roots 
beginnings the fair we know 
today emerged.  In 1850 an 
act was passed to establish a 
Board of Agriculture in Up-
per Canada.  This promoted 
the formation of agricultural 
societies and Clarke Town-
ship duly organized their 
Clarke Agricultural Society 

Fair in 1852.  It is presumed 
that all the early fairs were 
held in Newcastle as no early 
records have been found to 
the contrary.  From 1873 to 
1895 Newcastle and Orono 
took turns in hosting the 
fair.  Newcastle had the fair 
in even years and Orono in 
odd years.      

The last quarter of the 
19th Century was an uneven 
time for the fair.  When it was 
in Orono it made money, but 
it lost money when held in 
Newcastle.  In 1890 the fair 
directors were forced to bor-
row money to pay expenses 
and cover prize money from 
the fair held in Newcastle.  
Orono merchant, C.G. Arm-
strong, commented, “New-
castle beats the world for 
gall and cheek.  They get 
our township fair every sec-
ond year, which they have 
no more right to than Je-

rusalem has, but they can’t 
get enough people to make 
expenses and Orono has to 
make it up.”  In 1894 the fair 
in Newcastle was a financial 
failure and the fair was in se-
rious trouble.   The following 
year the fair moved perma-
nently to Orono.  It has been 
known officially as the “Oro-
no Fair” since 1907.  The fair 
grounds were established 
in 1875 on land purchased 
from Robert Ruddock.  Fur-
ther additions in 1935, 1937, 
1952 and 1954 have created 
the fair grounds that we are 
familiar with today.

Over the years the Orono 
Fair become very popu-
lar and has featured many 
unique and different things.  
A fat man’s race, mouth or-
gan contest (won by Ross 
Metcalf in 1944), baby show, 
horse races, tractor pulls, 
theatrical plays, rooster rac-

es, baseball games and band 
concerts have all been held 
at the fair over the years.  In 
1912 the Seymour Light and 
Power Company set up an 
exhibit on the uses of elec-
tricity.  People were amazed 
at the toasting, cooking, 
ironing and heating demon-
strations.  Whoever did the 
advertisement for the Fair in 
1921 obviously had a sense 
of humour.  It reads:  “Come 
meet your sisters and your 
cousins and your aunts.  
Old friends-New friends-No 
friends.  There are 2 great 
Fairs in Ontario, one at 
Orono!  Where’s the other?  
It don’t matter, it’s past now 
anyway.  Meet all the best 
people at Orono.”

A big part of the fair is 
exhibiting animals, plants, 
flowers, vegetables, various 
arts and crafts, and baking.  
This story will show how far 
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You will always find something new and interesting at the Orono Fair. Mark your calendar for September 8-11.
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Newcastle Has A Rich History

Newcastle Village has a 

very interesting past. Many 

new residents are eager to 

learn fascinating facts and 

long-time residents are in-

terested in preserving the 

past of their community.  

Newcastle has seen times 

of growth before and it has 

been through tough times 

too.  Newcastle’s history also 

includes the community of 

Bond Head along the shore 

of Lake Ontario.  These two 

communities grew into the 

Newcastle we know today 

and it w
as here that some of 

the most important pioneers 

chose to settle.

In 1796 Richard Lovekin 

came from Ireland to settle 

in Clarke Township near 

where the Village of Newcas-

tle would one day stand.  He 

came to an unbroken pris-

tine wilderness.  Large trees 

obscured the sun at midday 

and wild animals were plenti-

ful.  It 
is recorded that he had 

trouble with wolves.  After 

building a log cabin he went 

back to Ireland to fetch his 

family.  An old book describes 

the family’s arrival to their 

new home in 1797, “[They 

were] somewhat astonished, 

on entering [the] house, to 

find it already occupied by an 

old bear, who rushed down 

the stairs, without ceremo-

ny, and jumped through the 

window.  On inspecting the 

house, it w
as found, from the 

quantity of leaves and brush 

piled up in the corner of 

the room, that the bear had 

taken up its winter quarters 

there.”  The Lovekin Fam-

ily still live on their original 

farm.  They have been on this 

land for 215 years!  This is the 

longest tenure of a property 

owned by one family in Can-

ada outside of the Province of 

Quebec.

The settlement of New-

castle proper began in 1833 

when Stephan Crandell 

opened a tavern in the for-

est.  T
his was near the pres-

ent King Ave and Mill Street 

intersection.  In 1935 he was 

joined by Ezra Shelley who 

opened up a shop nearby.  

This little
 settlement be-

came known as Crandell’s 

Corners and about the same 

time another community to 

the south, Port Bond Head, 

began to grow.  In 1839 work 

began on a pier by the Bond 

Head Harbour Company.  

The directors envisioned 

a large community with a 

busy harbour, but it never 

overtook Crandell’s Corners.  

by Charles Taws 
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The hall was built in 1923 by the Massey family and later willed to the Municipality o
f Clarington. It has housed a 

theatre, jail cells and council chambers over the years. It 
boasts a

 4 lane bowling alley, available for private parties, 

small meeting rooms and large main banquet hall. It i
s also home to Newcastle Historical Society Museum.
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15 Rosalynne, Bowmanville $299,500

Check-out the features of this Classic Backsplit located in a great 

neighbourhood, just a short walk from the future Bowmanville Go Train Station.

Call Jim
 Abernethy for details or to view this home 905-261-7788
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Sunday, May 8th

The Home Promoter 

wishes every Mom 

in Clarington a very 

happy Mother’s Day!

Catching The Spirit of Tyrone

The year the Village of Ty-

rone was founded is now lost 

to time, but records indicate 

it must have been about 

1828-1830.  Pioneers had 

been settling in that area for 

about a decade.  With Bow-

manville a full day’s journey 

away a settlement to serve 

the needs of the increas-

ing population was needed.  

Like Bowmanville, Tyrone’s 

place on the map was se-

lected because of its natural 

site to erect a mill and take 

advantage of the abundant 

supply of water power.

Many of the earliest set-

tlers came from Ireland.  

In the 1840’s Englishmen 

established themselves in 

the area particularly at the 

eastern edge of the growing 

village.  The western or Irish 

side was known as Tyrone 

and the eastern or English 

side was called Mount Hope.  

To decide what the growing 

village should be called a 

cricket match between the 

two sides was held in 1840.  

The western side won and it 

has been exclusively known 

as Tyrone ever since.  

Tyrone and Bowmanville 

have always shared strong 

ties.  Many of Tyrone’s early 

settlers went on to greater 

prosperity in Bowmanville.  

James McFeeters who built 

the Tyrone Mill went on to 

become Bowmanville’s first 

mayor.  Barrel maker Abra-

ham Younie was Bowman-

ville’s mayor for 1888-89.  

The Grays, Hughes, Mc-

Clungs and McLaughlins all 

did well in both communi-

ties.  Perhaps the most suc-

by Charles Taws 
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Tyrone Blacksmith Shop - This unique structure is one of the architectural gems of Clarington.  Built in 1860 for 

blacksmith George Emmerson, it is best remembered for his apprentice, Robert McCullough, who ran the shop from 

1895 to 1950.

The Art of 
Relaxation
Find out the best kept 

secret to de-stressing
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33 Beech St., Bowmanville $489,900

Gorgeous Century Home situated on mature lot in the heart of Historic Old Bowmanville. 

Call Jim Abernethy for details or to view this home 905-261-7788
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Happy Mother·s Day!

Above: Byam’s General Store: Byam’s store was a Ty-

rone landmark for 117 years.  The building itself was 

built as a hotel in 1835 during the area’s pioneer lum-

bering days.  Frederick Byam started his store in 1887 

and moved to this location in 1894. Right: Lionel and 

Cliff Byam - Frederick’s son, Lionel, took over the store 

after his return from World War One.  His son, Clifford, 

took over in 1965 and operated the business until 

January 2004.  When Lionel died in 1982 many local 

people remembered that if it wasn’t for his kindness 

and generosity their families would not have survived 

the Great Depression of the 1930’s.

Promoter.ca
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Sunday, June 19th
The Home Promoter wishes every Dad in Clarington a very happy Father’s Day!

History Of Orono

Like many places in On-tario Orono’s early history is not clearly understood.  His-tory has only left us a hand-ful of stories.  Some of them may be folklore and contain highly romanticized no-tions or incorrect embellish-ments.  However, they usu-ally contain a kernel of truth and a diligent scholar should be able to reconstruct a logi-cal course of events.  The dates may be a bit off, but the stories ring true.The eastern part of Clar-ington (formerly Clarke Township) was first settled in 1796.  The earliest settlers stayed near the lakeshore.  The lake provided food and back then it was the easiest way to travel.  Settlement inland could not commence until the great primeval for-est was cut down.  This took about a generation and in 1832 we see the first settlers coming to the future Orono area.  Asa and Harriet Bald-win arrived in 1832.  Their farm was just northwest of today’s downtown Orono.  After their arrival,
“Harriet decided to go for a pail a water.  She made her way to the foot of the hill through the trees, so thick with leaves as to obscure the sun at midday.  Arriving at the stream she dipped up a pail of water and to her amazement discovered two speckled trout in the pail.  On her return to the cabin she said to her husband, ‘Father, we have come to the land of milk and honey.”The Baldwins were soon 

joined by others.  The Bill-ings, Bests, Thorntons, Pow-ers and Johns families were among Orono’s earliest pio-neers.  Mr. Eldad Johns de-serves special mention as he is the “Father” of Orono.  

He built a sawmill around which the village formed.  He later built a woollen mill, but both are gone today.  His house can still be seen at the northeast corner of Main Street and Millson Hill Drive.  

Eldad made a name for him-self and probably contrib-uted to the growth of the vil-lage by his generosity.“In the 1830’s a couple of poor crop seasons resulted in dire scarcity and wheat 

by Charles Taws 
CLARINGTON MUSEUMS AND ARCHIVES
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Orono Town Hall - This lovely structure is one of Orono’s best 
known and most recognized buildings.  It is also one of the 
historic gems of Clarington.  This photo (right) shows the 
building shortly after completion in March of 1899.

Get on Par with Newcastle Golf Club!
Be A Part of History
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4075 Concession Road 8, Kendal $1,449,900Rustic elegance in the hills of Kendal, the home with the million dollar view.
Call Jim Abernethy for details or to view this home 905-261-7788Visit jimabernethy@royalservice.ca
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Instead of describing 

the history of a well known 

Clarington community this 

month I will describe some 

of the smaller and long for-

gotten communities that 

once thrived within the old 

Townships of Darlington 

and Clarke.In the 1800’s Canada was 

largely a rural country.  In 

those days many more peo-

ple lived in the countryside 

and we didn’t have large 

cities.  Also, we didn’t have 

cars and modern roads so 

small communities devel-

oped around intersections, 

schools, churches and halls.  

Some remained small and 

others became villages and 

a few developed into the 

towns that we know today.  

Over 70 such communities 

once existed within the bor-

ders of present day Claring-

ton.  I can’t describe them 

all in one article, but I want 

to mention a few that would 

have straddled today’s High-

way #115/35.How many of us wonder 

about the country side we 

are passing as we zoom ei-

ther north or south along 

the #115/35 highway?  To-

day, as we head north from 

Highway # 2 towards Peter-

borough we pass to the east 

of Orono and go through 

Kirby and Enterprise before 

we leave Clarington.  In days 

gone by there was no high-

way so you would take the 

road north of Newcastle, 

which was originally a toll 

road and follow it through 

Trickey’s Corners and Ren-

wick’s Corners; pass near 

Bellwood’s, Antioch and 

Lawrence and finally go 

through Orono, Kirby and 

Enterprise before leaving 

the old Clarke Township 

boundary line.
Many of you have been 

to Trickey’s Corners but 

didn’t know it.  If you’ve 

ever stopped at the Coun-

try Style Donuts or McDon-

alds Restaurant on the east 

side of the highway north of 

Newcastle then you’ve been 

to where Trickey’s Corners 

once stood.  This little com-

munity was originally called 

“Butterfield Settlement” af-

ter Abraham Butterfield who 

settled in 1822.  He was one 

of a few English Methodists 

who had taken up residence 

in the area.  Other families of 

this group included the Bell-

woods, Middletons, Black-
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Forgotten Settlements of Clarington

by Charles Taws CLARINGTON MUSEUMS 

AND ARCHIVES
www.claringtonmuseums.com

NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT Buyers or Sellers currently under contract with a brokerage.

“Schoolhouse S.S. No. 14 Clarke is located on lands donated in the mid 1880’s by Daniel Powers to then Clarke Town-

ship. The original school was built of logs. In 1878 it was replaced with Schoolhouse S.S. No. 14 Clarke, a one room 

schoolhouse which operated until the 1950’s. Owned by the muicipality and operated by the Clarington Museum Board 

- on certain days it is open to the public. For more information visit www.claringtonmuseums.com or call 905-623-2734.”

Energizing Thumbs Up!

Durham/York Energy - From - Waste 

Facility Gets approval.
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12 Sumac Road, Burketon $659,900

Executive log home on 2.17 acres, with lush gardens and interloc walkways.

Call Jim Abernethy for details or to view this home 905-261-7788
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some people would go to 
win a prize.  “Some years ago 
a farmer of the district who 
had an unusually fine crop of 
roots saw a neighbour with a 

lighted lantern going care-
fully up and down his rows, 
occasionally stopping to pull 
one out.  At the fair, the fol-
lowing day, the neighbour, 
who had taken second prize, 
said to the farmer, ‘Well, you 
beat me.”  “Yes” replied the 
farmer, ‘but I had the advan-
tage of you, I gathered mine 
by daylight, while you made 
your selection at night.”

The Agricultural Society 
that runs the fair has seen 
some changes over the years 
too.  The original fair was 

put on by the Clarke Agricul-
tural Society, but in 1932 the 
West Durham Agricultural 
Society, who put the fair on 
in Bowmanville, disbanded 
but put their support with 
the Clarke group.  At a joint 

meeting of directors held 
on Jan. 16th 1932 the name 
was changed to the “Dur-
ham Central Agricultural 
Society.”  In 2011 the name 
changed again- this time to 
the “Orono Agricultural So-
ciety.”  This not only reflects 
Orono’s pre-eminent in-
volvement with the fair but 
avoids confusion with an-
other fair held in Durham, 
Ontario (located south of 
Owen Sound).  

Much of the information 
used in this article is gleaned 

from the book “Out of the 
Mists: A History of Clarke 
Township” by Helen Schmid 
and Sid Rutherford.  If you 
are interested in the history 
of Orono or Clarke Town-
ship then this is the best 
book you can buy!  Pick your 
copy up at the Fair.  They 
are available at the Country 
General Store in the Agricul-
tural Building.  If you have a 

question about local history 
or are doing family research 
call Clarington Museums 
at 905-623-2734 or contact 
the archivist, Charles Taws, 
at claringtonmuseums.ar-
chives@rogers.com.  

This year the Fair begins 
on Thursday September 
8th at 5:00pm and closes 
on Sunday September 11th.  
See you at the Fair!   

Come Experience The Fair
Continued from Page 1�

Up until the mid 1990’s horse racing was an important event at the Orono Fair

Samples of promotional posters and prize lists that have been produced 
over the years.

Kim Dickerson
Reg. Massage Therapist

17 Temperance St.
Bowmanville, ON

L1C 3A3

905.697.9757

Duette® honeycomb shades with LiteRise®

life’s treasures
Celebrate

$25
Gift Card
Limited Time Offer

Celebrate the Season
The LiteRise® cordless system improves safety for children
and pets. Simply push up to raise and pull down to lower —
your shades stay right where you put them.

From Sept. 1st to Oct. 14th, 2011 purchase 2 or more
Duette® honeycomb shades with LiteRise® and receive
a $25 Toys"R"Us® Gift Card. See this participating
Hunter Douglas dealer for details.

Full Service Interior Design
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*Offer ends Sept 30th, 2011*

Receive 25% 
off new fall arrivals 
with this coupon.

Quality women’s clothing for the fashion conscious woman. Something for every occasion.Quality women’s clothing for the fashion conscious woman. Something for every occasion.

Join us for our grand opening, Saturday September 17th

905.987.5332

Drop in and see our 
new fall arrivals!

14 North St., Newcastle

To review 5 years of photos at the Orono Fair wisit www.ClaringtonPromoter.ca

The Orono Fair parade has always been a tradition.


